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and recorded at Athlone, by John Long, Esq., during a period 
of four years. 

The Tables (see Appendix, No. VI.) are compiled from 
daily observations. The columns are arranged to show, in 
monthly periods, the various fluctuations in the fall of rain, 
with the duration and variable nature of the dry and wet 
periods, also the greatest amount of continuous fall of rain, 
as well as the greatest daily fall, thus presenting an exact 
criterion of the humidity and variable nature of the climate. 
The rise and fall of the Shannon is also shewn, with its 
various fluctuations ; also the fluctuations of the wind, and 
its continuance at the various points. A general abstract table 
for the whole is given, and an average struck for the four 
years. The daily observations from which these tables are 
compiled, having been taken in thecentral district of Ireland, 
where no similar observations appear to have been recorded, 
may perhaps be considered as giving them increased value. 
The district is remote from the influence of hills or mountains, 
and lies about central in the great flat limestone field of Ire- 
land, extending from Dublin to Galway. 



Colonel Jones suggested that the Council should draw 
up instructions for parties employed by the Board of Works, 
in different parts of Ireland ; explaining what objects of scien- 
tific and antiquarian interest ought to be noticed and preserved 
by them. 

He proposed to bring the subject before the Board of 
Works, in the hopes that their officers might be enabled to 
make meteorological observations of value, or to secure for 
the Museum of the Academy antiquities worthy of preser- 
vation. 



Sir William Betham read a note from Mr. William F. 
Wakeman, relating to the remains of the market cross of Navan. 
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" 85, Lower Camden-street, Dublin, 
December 3, 1849. 

" Sir, — Had 1 been aware of your intention to notice the 
stone which formed the subject of your interesting paper read 
before the Academy on Friday evening last, it would have 
given me great pleasure to have afforded you information re- 
lative to its history, and the circumstances which induced me 
to have it forwarded from Navan to Dublin. The stone, 
which appears to have formed a portion of the market cross of 
Navan, had been removed from its original place, wherever 
that was, and was used as a building stone in a comparatively 
modern wall connected with a miserable back lane, branching 
from the street called Trim Gate, Navan. Upon removing 
the stone from its position in the wall, for the purpose of 
drawing it, I found that it had formed a portion of the shaft 
of an old cross, and as the inscriptions upon its sides contained 
names of considerable historical interest, I begged the frag- 
ment from the owner of the wall in which it had been, and 
caused it to be removed to the rooms which I then occupied 
in Navan. I subsequently learned that two similar stones, 
which had evidently formed portions of the same cross were 
known to exist. They are used as supports for casks in a 
public house, in Trim Gate, Navan, and are sculptured and 
inscribed. I used every endeavour to be allowed to make 
drawings of them, and even offered to pay for any trouble 
caused in removing the casks, but was at first flatly, and at 
length insolently refused. Under these circumstances, and 
believing that, were I to leave the stone which I had already 
secured in Navan, it would be lost or broken up, or perhaps 
thrown into the Blackwater, as at least one monument of "the 
No van" has been, I caused it to be removed to the Academy, 
as the best place for its preservation which I could think of. 

" I remain, &c. &c, 

" W. F. Wakeman. 
" To Sir William Betham, Knight." 



